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Made Alive in Christ! Ephesians 2:1-10

 We were dead when living for other things (transgressions and sins)
* This is how we lived when we followed the ways of the world...

* We all lived that way, Ilvmg for the things of this world, finding our identity
in things other than Ch rlst }V}mtever our bodies told us we needed, we did

* God, with greaf#{)v rcy — brought us back to life, seating us right .~
next to him because of/ rist Jesus. - 7

* God is using’ us’tc{sho the world how rm_, love is, m~ kmnés/,

e Grace saves/us/ e‘accept,it/by faith — thls Jr-ur gift! WA e [o] m{ t,
how could/we!? e ceértainly«don’t boasta It we did —ur; it. /
' S 1« to.do

* FOR - wegre od’s handerafted mast A:y created in Chr
just what God repared.for us to do when/God knit toge e»G‘U/DNA

* JESUS IS THE WY,‘ THE TRUTH, AND THE"LIFE. HE CAME TO REDEEM US!

/
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SOME BIG PRESUPPOSITIONS!

 We are not who we are by an accident of biology.

* Might it be that we are not where we are by accident? We are called to be
God’s hands wherever we are. 1 Corinthians 7:17-24 informs us God’s call

doesn’t necessarily ﬁl}éeflur status — we are called right where we are...
 We all have a .p‘;ﬁ/p y-(?’ body of Christ — we are gifted by the Holy f
Spirit for the 907) o/n good (1 Cor nthians 12:4 ano!following). ”~

"

* The purpose’of the/chdrch is tothelp-us find our place in God’s re er- ves.
narrative. It takeS/all of us workingtogether tolaccomplish God’s-purpc S
in the world (we'll discussithis more fully next week). ==

age of God in a unique way. We were y
Kér ’ rld..

o accon od’s work inthe

* Each of usireflects,the'ir
glorify God bylusingot

* Therefore, “in Christ you have been brought.to fullness” (Colossians 2:10)
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Called to Be Where You Are?

* We are sent as Jesus was sent (John 17) to bear witness that there is only
one God — only one real reason to live.

~ Jesus IS the way, the truth, and the life. Life
ator) can be found in no other narrative...

 What did Phili . T: hlopln? (AéL8)
o"vuJ travelers?

. / |
* What is our role?/To'l 5 listen n, encourage, love...

-

. There is only one Eﬁla

/ .
* How? V\{ha study me: ould | Iearn do not r:eJ aquipped t

"
* Here is*che‘ good ne Be-who God created you to be, but ;

committe&%to articipat of Jesus through you




A Fascinating Picture of the Body of Christ —

1 Corinthians 12

* Different by design: 1 Corinthians 12: 4-6; 11.
* Different gifts — same Spirit
* Different kinds of ministry —"ame Lord
 Different kinds of | n all, same God at work

king
e We are invited * j ic dance” of the true Triune God - through
: n |

e/Splrlt glftlng}

| n ] pro ch mi |str JJ we rJv~er
ives — it wae helrp mom for living...
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0

* Foot, “I am taha orea an eye” — no less ig'i'
* Eye to han(d "do 't neg : \ ’
* NO! Even éﬁart that “see eakerare honored.

* Indispensable human‘neec | e valued...
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What is our role in God’s work?

e “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose”
(Philippians 2:12, 13)

 Salvation is by grabe th rZ.l/glg élth not of our doing (Ephesians 2), but we
have a role in
we 4

% thing God has created us to be... /
* The church is where 2 equipg ed (nekt eek’s study), prepared to
away that W|tb hIC/h e/have be —entru MJ

- Ministry means#o be a “go bétween.” We have received in orde
away (rem mber, — kenosis'is the way to a life of" rm;umfw

- Access wh you are. Study ways in which to'recognize your pe onl/

giftedness. This is NOT orkmg outo rﬁ%wu rrr» gt 7but out of
your God entru sted gifts 2

P TN
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Missional Metaphors...

Paul to Corinthians (second letter):
* You are the aroma of Chrlst (2:14-17) — not a “peddler.”

§ " g of God in Christ (through the Spirit of
glory of Chrlst) ir

tio f‘t
p) yo plate the Lord’s glory (3:12-18).
from God a/,nd

asure (the Ilg t of the gospel that displays t
ay — to show the all- urassmg po
* Christ’s Iq\’;é/c | or live out. im— ‘
ministers of iliationt"We are amba ac Jr_uu of peace. 5 4-
* “As God'’s co- : e'urge.you not to. uﬂvrﬁ God’s grace:it n” (6; ')/
* Develop an maL!Q.n_-P.r pare yourse olf for the attlei :3-10)

==

* You are the reflec
God dwelling wi

* You hold this
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Homework...

 Study the enneagram or some.other personality or gifts measuring device.
Know yourself better.

* Acknowledge the glfts ustec ’o"you — what do you do that makes your

heart beat fast?
 Meditate on the

has created you'to'be. ‘
* Discuss with others they ou ,_ | '
VA {e]g ay{m/d 4”- ofshow God m| Se you exactly v A
* Pray Paul f er'for guidance—.( -_m 4:2-6. &

- Be ALERT t0 God’s ork in the ives-around you. LIVE FOR GOC S '
* AUGUST RL}S?H. 'gu F Jve a song to si 5= find your instrument of expression!



